News  and  Mews  of  the  Founder  Fellowship 


The  American  Youth  Foundation,  520  p.  Grand  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Vol.  3  January 

No.  2  1931 

BY  THE  GOLLY  BE  GOBS! 

so  many  rootin’  tootin’  things  have  happened  these  past  few  weeks  that  a 
fellow  hardly  knows  where  to  begin  to  start  to  record  ’em.  We  did  not  want  to 
flood  you  with  too  much  reading  material  in  December,  so  The  Founder  Fire  took 
a  breathing  spell  while  the  FOUNDERS’  FOUR-FOLDER  again  swung  into  action. 

NOW  THAT  CHRISTMAS  IS  PAST 

and  the  Happy  New  Year  has  begun,  the  Founder  Fire  burns  up  again  to  tell  you 
a  few  things  that  have  happened  and  also  to  tell  you  a  few  more  things  THAT  WE 
WANT  TO  SEE  HAPPEN  these  next  few  weeks. 

BUT  FIRST  I  WANT  TO  TELL  YOU 

about  the  funny  "Spartan  Spoofer"  which  editor  and  columnist  A1  Clark  is  send¬ 
ing  forth  every  month  to  the  valiant  members  of  the  Spartan  Class.  That 
"Spoofer"  is  about  the  funniest  sheet  I  have  seen  in  a  cat’s  nine-ply  life. 

AS  SECRETARY -TREASURER  OF  HIS  CLASS' 

Al,  of  course  at  the  command  of  the  Spartans,  is  getting  together  the  dough 
for  the  Spartan  memorial.  A  snappy  "Spoofer"  started  the  ball  a-rolling  in 
October  -  Al  lined  up  his  Spartans  into  teams  -  and  the  game  was  on l  It  was 
a  zippy  start. 

IN  NOVEMBER 

"Spoofer"  #2  reported  the  standing  of  the  teams,  and  Al  pulled  some  choice 
cracks  like  that  "stellar  or  I  should  have  said  ’cellar’  quarter-back,  etc.," 
but  believe  me,  he  was  able  to  report  results  -  $>64.00  -  nice  big  round  ones 
in  the  treasury  and  - 
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\  THEN  CAME  THE  CIASSIC  SPOOFER- 

the  December  number.  A1  has  the  Spartans  "in  the  Navy 
now".  "Ahoy"  sez  Al,  "We're  in  the  Navy  now.  All 
//\vA  A—  <*^Y'  aboard  for  a  month  on  the  high  seas.  Speaking  of  high 
W  seize,  how’s  chances  of  me  seizing  some  of  that  memorial 

jlv v  \  fund  money."  Then  down  the  list  he  goes  and  places 

\  /  \  \\  every  man  according  to  his  merits.  Some  he  consigns  to 

'  \  (\  )  \  'V~'^  ^  swabbing  decks.  Others  aro  demoted  to  just  "plain  gobs" 

l  \  "y  and  the  whole  gang  is  invited  to  comb  that  out  of  your 

/  halyards."  Jack  Horner  is  made  boatswain  of  the  good 

\ .  ;;;  ..  ^  old  mule  boat  Missouri,  and  so  on. 

'  BUT  AL  IS  GETTING  RESULTS 

and  that  is  what  the  Spartans  are  demanding  of  him.  And  I  miss  my  guess  by  a 
good  two  miles  if  that  outfit  doesn't  put  over  a  real  fast  one  during  the  next 
two  months  and  fifteen  days  by  having  their  entire  memorial  fund  in  hand. 

They  are  a  real  gang,  and  you  will  agree  that  that's  the  truth  when  you  read 
names  like  LeTart,  Roosen,  Pomeroy,  Erdman,  Newbauer,  Skinner,  Newland,  Lodge, 
Horner,  Clark,  Underwood,  Alspach,  Crumbaker,  Ford,  and  Rice. 

AND  SPEAKING  OF  PEPPY  STUFF  - 

the  assembled  multitude  is  warned  to  keep  their  eyes  on  the  Miniwanca  Birches  - 
the  freshmen  (beg  pardon,  second  year)  girls  of  1930  and  the  Hills iders  of 
Merrowvista  -  the  freshman  -  beg  pardon  -  girls  of  the  East. 

LU  WAITE,  PRESIDENT 

of  the  Miniwanca  Birches  has  her  outfit  playing  a  rip  roaring  volley  ball  game, 
with  Ruth  Mohr  and  Peg  Eichleay  and  Lu  each  heading  a  team.  Each  Birch  re¬ 
ceived  a  blue  print  of  a  volley  ball  court  with  blocks  marked  off  to  indicate 
the  number  of  "points"  they  will  score  on  their  memorial  drive.  It's  a  hot 
contest  and  the  Birches  are  hitting  a  hard  pace  to  come  up  to  camp  next  summer 
with  their  memorial  all  set. 

WINNIE  ANDREWS 

is  President  of  the  Hillsiders.  Winnie  has  a  paper  which  is  called  Hillsider 
Bits  -  issued  every  now  and  then.  And  I  believe  the  Hillsiders  are  staging 
some  sort  of  a  hot  game,  too,  soccer  or  sich  like,  and  they  have  the  same  idea 
in  mind  that  the  Miniwanca  Birches  are  working  on,  so  this  may  develop  into  a 
real  scrap  between  the  two  freshman  -  beg  pardon  -  girls'  classes  of  Merrow¬ 
vista  and  Miniwanca. 

OF  COURSE,  I  WOULD  NOT 

have  you  think  that  the  other  classes  are  not  on  the  job;-  The  Pines,  Singing 
Sands,  Breakers,  Climbers,  Nyoda-Weavers ,  Chocoruas,  Vikings,  Founder  Fellows, 
Eagles,  Pilots,  Four-Fold  Forgers,  and  Mountaineers.  Still  water  runs  deep, 
they  say,  and  there  is  much  still  water  around,  so  don't  be  too  much  surprised 
when  some  number  of  the  Founder  Fire  tells  you  of  much  doings  in  the  ranks  of 
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the  various  class  groups. 


NOW  TELL  ME 


who  owns  this?  Vfrites  Ruth  Van  Atta  from  Pontiac,  Michigan,  "Upon  returning 
home  from  camp  this  summer,  I  found  that  some  one  very  generously  left  a  pearl 
and  black  fountain  pen  in  my  sweater  pocket,  and  knowing  that  one  of  the  girls 
in  our  tent  lost  hers,  I  have  been  keeping  it  until  I  received  her  reply  to  my 
letter.  She  wrote  just  recently  that  it  was  not  hers.'1 

SO 

hoo  belongs  to  it?  It  is  a  Duofold.  Only  girl  campers  may  claim  it,  ye 
understand.  Now  speak  up  or  forever  hold  your  peace.  Write  us. 

AND 

a  ring  was  found,  belonging  to  one  of  our  Catholic  girls.  We  have  it  here  in 
the  office.  Yessum,  we’ll  send  it  to  you  if  you  will  tell  us  who  you  are. 

AND  THAT  REMINDS  ME 

If  any  of  you  Hooplers  -  whether  you  belonged  to  the  organization  or  not, 
found  any  extra  stuff  in  your  shoot  cases,  which  belongeth  not  to  you,  you  will 
make  many  a  sad  heart  rejoice  if  you  will  tell  us  what  it  is  so  that  we  may 
in  turn  tell  said  sad  heart  what  it  ism  so  that  said  sad  heart  may  claim  it. 

\  n  a  perl 
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WELL,  BELIEVE  ME 

the  FOUNDERS  surely  have  been  doing  their  stuff  all  along  the  line  since  last 
summer’s  camps.  You  just  can’t  keep  this  outfit  down.  Wherever  you  find  two 
or  more  FOUNDERS  living  in  the  same  neck  of  the  woods,  just  lay  to  it  they 
will  get  together, 

TAKE  LOUISVILLE,  FOR  EXAMPLE 

Back  in  October  they  staged  a  Fall  Reunion  Hike  with  twenty  FOUNDERS  and  twen¬ 
ty  camp  prospects  on  hand  for  the  doings.  Sandy  writes  that  it  was  a  whale 

of  a  success.  The  Louisville  gang,  of  course,  are  all  organized  for  the  year 
and  are  not  only  rarin’  to  go  but  going  -  and  hard. 

THEY  ARE  AGAIN 

staging  a  regular  play  with  a  FOUNDER  cast,  and  will  give  the  play  many  times 
this  winter  in  Louisville  and  vicinity.  Proceeds  for  the  Louisville  scholar¬ 
ship  treasury. 

SHERLEY  ORR 

is  the  new  president  of  the  Louisville  FOUNDERS  and  her  first  official  act  was 

to  write  the  FOUNDER  office  for  two  of  the  directors  to  attend  their  big  an¬ 

nual  banquet  at  the  Seelbach  Hotel  on  January  17.  And  writes  Shirley,  "The 
FOUNDERS  down  here  on  the  dark  and  bloody  ground  are  not  going  to  let  your 
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dare  go  by  to  have  twenty  girls  in  camp  next  summer.  Our  goal  is  twenty  but 
we  intend  to  have  twenty-five.  Howzat?" 

WHY,  ZAT'S  ALL  HUNKY  DORY 

Sherley,  and  if  you  have  twenty-five  girls  and  line  'em  all  up  at  the  nice 
cream  counter  one  day  in  camp.  I'll  buy  each  one  a  nice  scream  scone  just  for 
going  me  five  better  than  my  dare  -  you  understand  -  25,  count  ’em  -  all  lined 
up  and  all  from  the  dark  and  bloody  ground.  Let's  gol 

UP  IN  GALESBURG 

That’s  in  Illinois,  if  you  don't  know  your  geography,  the  FOUNDER  outfit  had 
a  camper  dinner  on  November  15.  Margaret  Weir,  Margaret  Scott  and  Sally  Moore 
drove  up  from  Monmouth  for  the  party.  A  good  time  was  had  by  all  and  there 
are  more  parties  on  the  schedule  for  when  Galesburg  moves,  it's  not  just  an 
ordinary  storm  -  it's  a  gale.  (in  the  cyclone  cellar  for  you.) 

AND  THEN  FROM  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 

'V 

comes  this  note:  "This  is  merely  to  let  you  know  that  the  Western  Massachu¬ 
setts  FOUNDERS  are  progressing  (Oh  boy,  what  a  word).  Since  camp  we  have  had 
three  meetings,  the  last  being  a  steak  roast  on  Mt.  Tom  Reservation." 

"IN  SPITE  OF  RAIN 

we  undaunted  FOUNDERS  had  a  beautiful  time.  After  eating  our  steaks,  rolls, 
pickles,  brownies,  apples  and  potato  chips,  we  had  an  auction  of  what  little 
we  had  left  and  adjourned  to  Westfield  to  plan  a  program  we  are  to  give  before 
the  Connecticut  Valley  Directors  of  Religious  Education.  -  Founderly  yours, 

Eleanor  Seder lund." 

HOORAY  FOR  THE  SPRINGFIELD  FOUNDERS! 

If  the  Galesburg  bunch  go  like  a  gale,  the  Springfield  bunch  spring  like  a 
kangaroo  and  that's  some  little  spring.  This  is  the  FOUNDER  outfit,  you  recall, 
that  meets  once  a  month  all  through  the  year,  with  two  or  three  extra  meetings 
thrown  in  for  good  measure,  \ 

AND  OF  COURSE,  \ 

you  don't  want  to  forget  that  the  Westfield  Vi.  \ 

FOUNDER  bunch  are  very  much  a  part  of  that 

Western  Massachusetts  FOUNDER  group  and  \  Jk  ^  \ 

they  are  a  mighty  happy  team  to  go  side  by  \  \  VW  n  \ 

side  with  the  Springfield  bunch.  When  \  'Ky  r,  y  \ 

Merrowvista  makes  her  new  record  of  enrollment  \"‘v\  \)^y^  \L  \  \ 

this  coming  summer,  you  mark  my  words,  the  \  1AA  rj  s 

Westf ield-Springf ield  combination  will  be 

there  strong  to  give  a  good  account  of  themselves.  \  \\ 
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YEZZIR,  SEZ  HANK 


Yezzir,  I  have  the  colored  lantern  slides  of  Camp  Merrowvista  in  my  possession 
and  will  hold  them  until  I  hear  from  you  again.  In  other  words,  you  New  Eng¬ 
land  campers,  there  is  a  set  of  dandy  Merrowvista  lantern  slides  right  there  in 
your  midst  and  you  can  get  them  any  time  you  desire.  Write  to  Hank  -  the  Right 
Honorable  John  Brett  Fort,  c/o  First  Congregational  Church,  Norwood,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  Hank  will  send  them  to  you.  Be  dead  sure,  all  of  you,  that  the 
slides  are  well  packed  when  you  forward  them  to  the  next  point.  And  let  me 
know  when  you  get  them. 

KIMMIE'S  KABIN  WILL  BE  READY 

You  know,  the  nicest  thing  imaginable  happened  this  past  Fall,  after  the  close 
of  the  camps.  Merrowvista  girls  and  leaders  all  know  "Kimmie".  The  rest  of 
you  should  be  properly  introduced  to  Miss  Bertha  Alice  Kimble  of  1004  South 
Sixth  Street,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

WELL,  LAST  SUMMER 

Kimmie  couldn't  get  to  camp  because  of  a  trip  abroad.  Kimmie,  you  see,  says 
that  her  "heart  is  in  the  Highlands"  so  it  is  always  Merrowvista  for  hers,  and 
whenever  she  is  in  the  country  you  can  just  count  on  Kimmie  being  on  hand  for 
the  girls'  camp  at  Merrowvista. 

WELL,  TO  GO  ON  WITH  THE  STORY 

When  Kimmie  heard  of  the  wonderful  new  cabin  that  Mr.  Alfred  Avery,  our  New 
England  trustee,  had  built  at  Camp  Merrowvista,  it  gave  her  the  glorious  idea 
of  building  a  Kimmie  Kabin  this  year,  to  be  ready  for  use  next  summer  when  the 
FOUNDER  cohorts  assemble  again  on  beautiful  Danhole  in  the  Ossipees. 


Z&jtL- 


^  * 


DON'T  YOU  LIKE  THAT  NAME  _ 

Kimmie  Kabin?  And  won't  that  bunch  of 
girls  who  occupy  it  next  summer  for  the 
^  first  time  be  the  lucky  femmes?  You  lucky 
ladies  l  and  yet  you  deserve  it  for  there's 
— ”  no  girl  like  a  FOUNDER  girl,  and  I  don't 
mean  maybe. 

AND  DON'T  BE  SURPRISED 


if  you  see  several  more  cabins  at  Merrow- 
—  -  vista  next  summer.  There  are  a  number  of 

cabin  projects  popping  and  I  have  a  big 
hunch  that  we  will  have  something  more  to 
say  later  on  concerning  one  or  two  more 
cabins  that  individuals  and  classes  have  in  mind  for  Merrowvista.  But  more 
about  that  anon.  Yea  bo,  things  are  hitting  up  at  Merrowvista. 


EVERYBODY  SAID 
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that  last  summer’s  camps  at  Merrowvista  were  the  very  best  ever  held.  Kin  j i 
directed  the  camps  himself,  which  says  more  than  much.  And  he’s  going  to  do 
it  again  this  year.  Yezmam,  that’s  right.  So  get  yourselves  set  for  another 
big  two  weeks  . 

nALL  ABOARD  FOR  CAMP11 

Note  the  quotes.  That’s  Al  Gremse  writing.  Just  as  I  was  hammering  away  on 
the  January  Founder  Fire,  the  postman  dropped  Al’s  Christmas  card  on  my  desk 
and  most  appropriately  it  was  a  picture  of  some  old  Dickensonian  travelers 
waiting  for  the  stage  coach,  with  trunks  and  bags  and  bundles,  hoop  skirts  and 
high  hats,  and  Al,  bless  his  old  skeeter  heart,  writes  on  the  bottom  the  im¬ 
mortal  words  as  penned  at  the  top  of  this  paragraph,  as  being  his  own  senti¬ 
ments  -  and  believe  me,  that  makes  me  sure  happy  for  Al  is  some  real  fellow  and 
that’s  hot  shot  straight  from  the  gun. 

NOW  ALL  THE  REST  OF  YOU 

get  a  great  big  wiggle  on  and  begin  sending  in  your  camp  registrations  for  next 
summer.  I  have  a  whole  flock  of  registration  cards  on  file  -  WHICH  REGISTRA¬ 
TION  CARDS  WERE  SIGNED  BY  YOU  CAMPERS  LAST  SUMMER  WHEN  WE  HELD  THE  ANNUAL 
FOUNDERS’  MEETING  IN  CAMP  -  REMEMBER?  YOU  SIGNED  THE  APPLICATION  CARDS  AND  I 

HAVE  ’Eli.  AND  I  TOLD  YOU  THAT  WHEN  YOU  SEND  IN  YOUR _ ONE  DOLLAR  ADVANCE 

REGISTRATION  FEE . I’LL  TRANSFER  YOUR  CARD  TO  THE  HOTSY-TOTSY-SURE-FIRE-I’M* 

ON  -MY  -WAY -TO -CAMP  FILE. 

A  NICE  GANG 

have  sent  in  their  dollars  and  they  are  all  set  up  because  they  are  actually 
started  BACK  to  camp.  Come  on,  you  Miniwanca  fellows  and  girls  and  you  Merrow¬ 
vista  bunch  -  shoot  in  your  dollars  and  let’s  see  which  camp  registers  the 
largest  percentage  of  1930  campers  for  the  1931  camps  by  MARCH  1.  So, 


ON  YOUR  MARKS  - 

get  set  -  and  let’s  gol  The  race  is  on.  Merrowvista  cleaned 
up  Miniwanca  last  year  in  this  annual  classic.  What  will  be 
the  story  this  year?  Let’s  make  this  a  real  inter-camp  con¬ 
test.  I’ll  stick  the  names  of  the  registered  campers  in  the 
coming  issues  of  the  Founder  Fire.  Have  yours  there  sure. 

And  remember  every-bodee  -  when  you  read  this  you  just  riz 
^up,  grab  a  sheet  of  paper,  write  a  little  note,  enclose  your 
oo;  DOLLAR,  put  it  all  in  an  envelope  and  address  same  to  me  and 
every  time  one  of  you  register.  I’ll  holler  so  dawgone  hard  you’ll  think  some¬ 
one  has  started  a  war  or  somethin'. 


Rf/s 
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AND  THAT  REMINDS  ME 


Say,  some  of  you  forgetful  FOUNDERS  -  what  do  you  think  those  Reservation  Cards 
are  for?  I  sent  you  each  a  flock  of  them  with  the  last  Founder  Fire,  and  I 
expected  a  deluge  of  cards  by  return  mail.  Well,  I’m  still  expecting.  Oh  yes, 
some  have  come  -  twenty -five  or  thirty,  perhaps,  but  man  alive,  I  want  five 
hundred  of  them. 


THAT  RESERVATION  CARD 


is  to  be  used  this  way.  You  talk  to  a  friend  about  the 
Founder  Camps.  He-she  is  interested.  You  say  to  her-him, 
just  sign  this  card  and  I’ll  have  a  place  held  for  you  for 
several  months  -  no  fee  required  -  you  are  under  no  obli¬ 
gation  -  it  just  means  that  you  will  be  sure  of  a  place 
when  you  do  register  later  on. 

THEN  WE  CAN  GET  BUSY  WITH  THAT  CROP  OF  PROSPECTS 


We’ll  write  them  a  letter  or  two  -  send  them  camp  litera¬ 
ture,  and  team  up  with  you  in  getting  them  to  sign  up  for 
camp.  It’s  a  corking  idea  and  you  all  were  strong  for  it 
last  summer  when  it  was  proposed.  But  an  idear  ain’t  wuth  a  hill  o’  beans  if 
it  ain't  worked. 

WADUZITMEAN? 

Aincha  talking  camp  to  folks?  Ah  no,  that  cannot  be  true  -  tell  me  not  so. 

It’s  just  that  you  have  not  used  the  new  plan.  Now  I  am  sending  you  your  seconc 
installment  of  RESERVATION  CARDS.  Put  them  in  your  coat  pocket.  Girls  -  into 
your  handbag,  coat  pocket,  up  in  your  hat  in  your  vanity  case  (typographical 
error  -  there  should  have  been  a  comma  between  hat  and  in  -  our  mistake  -  we 
apologize).  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  point  is  -  carry  those  cards  with  you. 

They  sure  can’t  be  used  if  they  remain  on  your  desk  or  in  a  pigeonhole.  Les  go l 

THE  DETROIT  FOUNDERS 

are  always  on  the  job.  At  the  first  fall  meeting,  they  organized  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  camp  year  of  1930-31.  Ethel  Curtis  was  elected  president,  and  Tillie-the 
Mennonite-Maid-Lulis  was  elected  secretary-treasurer.  The  Founders  met  at  the 
home  of  Ruth  Binney  Wyche,  and  now  the  Detroit  outfit  are  all  set  for  a  record 
year  at  Miniwanca. 

AND  UP  IN  THE  TWIN  CITIES 

the  irrepressible,  irresistible  President  of  the  Irish  Republic  -  Miss  Jennie 
Doidge  (cheers)  and  her  pacemaking  band  of  trophy  winning  FOUNDERS  have  been, 
as  usual,  very  much  on  the  alert.  When  the  fellows  brought  home  the  bacon  in 
the  shape  of  the  State  shield,  they  were  not  content  to  hang  it  up  somewhere 
in  a  dark  corner  to  gather  dust  until  next  summer  (when  they  expect  to  loan  it 
to  the  camp  for  a  few  months  until  it  returns  again  to  Minnesota  -  Loud  cheers 
from  the  twin  cities  -  not  so  loud  elsewhere)  -  no  sir,  they  were  not,  so 
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A  REUNION  IS  HELD 


and  a  picture  is  took  -  several  pictures,  in  fact  -  one  of  the  entire  bunch  of 
fellows  and  girls  and  one  of  the  trophy  winning  fellows  and  then  into  the  Sun¬ 
day  supplement  of  the  St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press -Dispatch  goes  the  picture,  with 
Bill  Mcllvaine  clutching  that  shield  in  both  hands  and  the  rest  of  the  outfit 


with  their  nifty  polo-shirts  M  emblazoned  -  looking  you  right  in  the  eye,  and 
treating  themselves  to  a  broadside  of  smiles  - 

SMUTCH  AS  TO  SAY 

"Well,  gang,  we  put  a  fast  one  over  on  you  that  time,  didn’t  we.  We  didna 
say  much  about  it  but  all  the  time  we  knew  we  had  the  goods  and  of  course,  you 
all  know  by  now  that  we  did  -  and  how  -  and  what’s  more,  we  repeat  next  summer" 

NOT/  -  IF 

any  other  state  delegation  feels  that  this  is  like  so  much  blah  -  of  course, 
they  have  the  opportunity  to  tell  their  fellow  FOUNDERS  from  the  state  of 
"Minnesota’ s -just-great"  all  about  it.  The  columns  of  the  Founder  Fire  are 
always  open  for  debate  and  exchange  of  viewpoints.  Gentlemen,  I  beg  you,  one 
at  a  time,  please  I 

AND  SAY  -  THANKS 

all  of  you  who  have  sent  in  those  perfectly  great  lists  of  names  and  addresses 
of  high  school  Seniors.  We  now  have  a  list  of  more  than  one  thousand  names. 

The  first  release  of  literature  on  the  new  College  Adjustments  course  for  high 
school  Seniors,  which -will  be  introduced  in  the  Founder  Camps  next  summer,  has 
been  sent  to  the  first  batch  of  names.  Other  releases  will  follow  between  now 
and  the  coming  Spring.  Each  dad  or  mother  on  those  lists  will  receive  three 
folders  and  three  covering  letters. 

A  COPY  OF  FOLDER  #1 

is  enclosed.  Read  it  carefully.  Then  make  it  do  double  duty  by  putting  it 
directly  into  the  hands  of  some  worth  while  high  school  Senior  and  follow  it 
up  by  talking  camp  to  him  -  or  her.  Don’t  vraste  that  folder.  It  is  valuable, 
and  take  my  word  for  it,  it  is  one  of  the  very  best  "sales  arguments"  you  have 
ever  had  to  talk  turkey  -  camp  -  to  a  high  school  Senior  and  his  parents. 

WE  WANT  A  MAILING  LIST 

of  2500  names  -  all  new  stuff  -  high  school  Seniors’  parents.  You  give  us 
those  names  and  we’ll  start  s cme thing  in  your  town.  Something  you  can  follow 
up  with  the  best  prospects  you  ever  had  of  getting  results. 

AND  WHAT  IS  MORE 

If  you  will  give  us  a  good  list  to  work  on,  we  will  do  our  dead  level  best  to 
slip  into  your  town  sometime  between  now  and  next  summer’s  camps,  to  meet  the 
parents  and  high  school  Seniors  with  whom  we  have  been  corresponding. 
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TALK  ABOUT  AN  OPPORTUNITY 


FOUNDERS.’  we’ve  got  it  here.  Unsolicited  letters  are  coining  into  the  FOUNDERS 
office  from  people  who  happened  to  hear  of  this  new  course  on  College  Adjust¬ 
ments,  complimenting  us  on  the  big  advance  step  of  the  FOUNDERS’  Camps  and_ 
voicing  their  approval  of  the  idea.  Absorb  the  idea.  Let  it  get  under  your 
skin.  And  take  my  word  for  it,  there’s  many  a  mother  and  dad  in  your  communi¬ 
ty  who  will  welcome  you  with  open  arms  when  you  walk  into  their  home  to  tell 
them  of  the  opportunity  they  have  to  get  their  high  school  senior  son  or  daugh¬ 
ter  off  to  a  constructive  start  in  college,  in  the  Fall.  Don’t  miss  out  on 
this,  FOUNDER,  don’t]  Snap  into  it  hard. 

ONE  OF  THESE  DAYS 

there  will  come  to  you  a  batch  of  new  FOUNDER  CAMP  LITERATURE.  Better  get  a 
folder  or  envelope  that  you  will  use  for  the  stuff  that  comes  to  you  from  the 
FOUNDER  office.  If  you  have  a  desk,  clear  out  a  drawer  and  call  that  your 
FOUNDER  drawer.  But  please  don't  toss  your  FOUNDER  letters  and  literature 
aside,  later  to  be  lost  or  thrown  into  the  waste  basket. 

ALL  THIS  LITERATURE  IS  VALUABLE 

It  cost  real  money  and  took  much  time  and  thought  to  prepare.  We  are  way  ahead 
of  the  game  this  year  and  all  our  literature  is  ready  right  now.  Since  camp, 
fifteen  different  pieces  of  new  printed  matter  have  been  prepared  and  some  of 
them  are  already  in  circulation:-  Preliminary  announcements  for  Younger  Boys’, 
Younger  Girls’,  and  Older  Boys’  and  Girls'  Camps; 

LIKEWISE 

the  prospectus  literature  of  all  three  groups^-  The  three  pieces  of  new  litera¬ 
ture  dealing  with  the  new  course  on  college  adjustments  for  high  school  Seniors, 
etc . 

AGAIN  I  SAY 

when  you  get  your  first  batch  of  literature  -  PUT  IT  TO  WORK.  Literature  is 
of  no  use  and  has  no  value  whatsoever  if  it  is  tossed  aside  and  not  read  or 
passed  on  to  people  whom  you  are  trying  to  interest  in  the  FOUNDERS’  Camps. 

Use  every  piece  of  literature  and  use  it  carefully.  Get  results.  This  is  to 
be  a  big  ADVANCE  Founder  year.  You  will  help  make  it  so. 

FOLLOW  THIS  UP 

you  old  campers  who  sent  in  the  names  of  prospects  for  last  year's  first 
Younger  Boys’  Camp.  If  you  do,  you'll  have  a  lot  of  dads  and  mothers  waiting 
at  the  door  to  tell  you  that  their  young  son  is  going  to  the  Younger  Boys’ 

Camp  this  year.  This  is  what  you  will  follow  up.  Cultivate  your  old  prospects, 


THE  FOUNDER  TRAIL 
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which  is  the  news-letter  of  the  Younger  Boys’  Camp  -  the  first  copy  of  which 
came  from  the  press  in  December  -  was  sent  to  the  parents  of  every  younger  boy 
prospect,  and  with  it  went  a  covering  letter,  telling  these  parents  that  they 
have  first  choice  of  the  additional  places  that  will  be  available  this  year  in 
the  Younger  Boys’  Camp,  A  Reservation  card  was  enclosed.  Follow  up  your 
leads  of  last  year.  There’s  good  picking  there  if  you  will  do  your  stuff. 

RIGHT  HERE  AND  NOW 

is  where  you  get  your  State  quotas  for  next  simmer’s  camps.  These  quotas  are 
based  on  the  registration  in  last  summer’s  camps.  Now  if  you  FOUNDERS  have 
any  fighting  stuff  in  you  at  all,  you  will  see  to  it  that  those  quotas  are 
filled.  Spot  your  state  and  swing  into  action. 


Girls  Boys 


Girls  Boys 


Arkansas 

2 

2 

Nebraska 

3 

5 

Alabama 

2 

2 

New  Hampshire 

10 

7 

California 

2 

2 

New  Jersey 

25 

20 

Canada 

2 

2 

New  York 

30 

20 

Colorado 

3 

5 

North  Carolina. 

2 

2 

Connecticut 

3 

3 

North  Dakota 

10 

3 

District  of  Columbia 

3 

2 

Ohio 

25 

20 

Florida 

2 

2 

Oklahoma 

5 

5 

Georgia 

2 

2 

Pennsylvania 

16 

20 

Illinois 

50 

25 

Rhode  Island 

4 

3 

Indiana 

10 

5 

South  Carolina 

2 

2 

Iowa 

5 

8 

South  Dakota 

5 

3 

Kansas 

15 

5 

Tennessee 

2 

2 

Kentucky 

25 

30 

Texas 

2 

4 

Louisiana 

2 

2 

Utah 

2 

2 

Maine 

4 

2 

Ve  rmont 

14 

6 

Maryland 

2 

2 

Virginia 

5 

2 

Massachusetts 

55 

40 

West  Virginia 

20 

15 

Michigan 

30 

25 

Washington 

2 

2 

Minnesota 

20 

20 

Wisconsin 

25 

10 

Mississippi 

2 

2 

Wyoming 

2 

2 

Missouri 

60 

30 

AND  THERE  YOU  ARE 

Old  campers  know  -what  a  real  worth  while  thing  it  is  to  line  up  new  campers. 

You  first  year  campers  of  last  year  -  now  old  campers  -  bite  in  on  this  pro¬ 
motion  proposition  and  give  yourself  a  real  thrill.  I  am  not  joking.  It  is  a 
thrill  and  the  finest  kind  of  service  to  point  new  campers  into  the  FOUNDERS’ 
Camps . 

AND  RIGHT  NOW  FOLLOWS 

the  announcement  of  the  camp  bonus  plan  for  1931.  Some  of  you  remember  the 
check  for  Seventy-five  Dollars  that  was  handed  to  one  of  the  girls  at  Miniwanca 
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last  summer,  representing  her  bonus  total  for  registering  new  campers.  You  can 
do  likewise.  It  is  a  sure  way  to  earn  money  for  getting  back  to  camp. 

HOW  HERE  ARE  THE  DETAILS 

of  the  bonus  plan.  Read  carefully  and  file  this  copy  of  The  Founder  Fire  away 
safely  so  that  you  can  dig  it  up  from  time  to  time  to  refresh  your  mind  con¬ 
cerning  these  details. 


The  ruling  of  the  last  three  years  relating  to  bonuses  for  the  registra 
tion  of  new  campers  is  now  extended  to  the  1931  FOUNDERS’  Camps  as  follows: 

Registration  and  actual  attendance  at  camp  of 


Older  Boy  Camper . $  5.00 

Older  Girl  Camper . 5.00 

Younger  Girl  Camper .  10.00 

Younger  Boy  Camper .  10.00 


This  offer  is  made  to  any  camper  or  leader  of  previous  years  (old  camper 
or  leader)  on  the  following  conditions: 

1.  The  claim  for  the  bonus -credit  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  new 
camper  is  registered.  Acknowledgments  of  claims  will  be  made  within  seven 
days  of  receipt  of  registration. 

2.  The  bonus-credit  is  only  allowed  on  new  campers  who  are  in  actual 
attendance  at  the  FOUNDERS’  Camps. 

3.  The  bonus  will  be  credited  on  the  camp  fee  of  the  claimant,  if 
allowed.  If  the  camp  fee  has  been  paid  in  full,  a  cash  settlement  will  be  made 
by  check. 

4.  Bonuses  allowed  to  old  campers  or  leaders  who  may  not  be  able  to 
attend  the  1931  camps,  may  be  transferred  to  the  credit  of  another  camper  or 
leader,  or  may  be  settled  by  check. 

5.  Where  claims  for  bonus -credit  for  a  new  camper  may  be  made  by  more 
than  one  old  camper,  division  of  the  allowed  bonus  will  be  determined  by  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  claimants. 

6.  Bonus -credits  do  not  apply  on  scholarships. 


The  American  Youth  Foundation 
Founders’  Camp  Bonus  Credit 

Please  acknowledge  my  claim  to  a  bonus -credit  for  my  registration  of 

(Name)  (Street  Address)  (City)  (state) 

as  a  member  of  the _ 

(Name  Camp  -  Older  Boys;  Younger  Girls;  etc.) 

(Signed)  _ _ _ _ ^  _ _ 

(Name)  (Street  Address)  (City)  (State) 

Bonus -credits  will  be  acknowledged  at  time  of  the  registration  of  the  camper, 
and  credited  only  after  actual  attendance  of  new  camper  at  camp. _ 


YOU  GET  FIVE  DOLLARS 
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for  every  brand  new  older  boy  or  girl  camper  you  register  who  actually  attends 
camp  this  summer. 

AND  YOU  GET  TEN  DOLLARS 

for  every  younger  boy  or  younger  girl  camper  you  register  who  actually  attends 
camp  this  summer.  Figure  it  out  for  yourself.  Say  you  tackle  this  just 
exactly  as  you  would  tackle  a  real  selling  job.  You  line  up  your  prospects, 
you  cultivate  them,  you  sign  them  up,  they  attend  camp.  Let  us  say  that  you 
line  up  three  younger  boy  and  girl  campers  and  two  older  boy  and  girl  campers  • 
your  total  bonus  amounts  to  Forty  Dollars  and  there  you  have  your  camp  fee  for 
1931.  All  that  remains  for  you  to  pay  is  your  three  dollar  registration  fee. 

NOW  IF  YOU  REALLY  WANT  TO  GET  BACK  TO  CAMP 

there  you  have  the  way  to  do  it,  and  a  dead  sure  way.  But  bonus  or  no  bonus, 
by  all  means  have  a  part  in  determining  the  roster  of  the  FOUNDERS’  Camps  for 
the  season  of  1931, 


AND  NOW  THE  1951  TREASURE  HUNT 

You  were  told  about  it  last  summer, in  camp  at  the  annual  FOUNDERS’  meeting. 

THE  DATES 

are  March  1-8  inclusive.  The  six  weeks  before  March  1  are  "set-up"  weeks.  If 
you  are  going  to  write  a  lot  of  letters  to  persons  that  you  cannot  reach  per¬ 
sonally  -  you  will  do  it  before  March  1. 

ALSO 

you  will  make  a  list  of  people  -  in  your  business  organi¬ 
zation  -  your  church  -  your  neighborhood  -  that  you  will 
talk  to  personally  about  the  FOUNDERS’  Camps  before  March  1. 

TREASURE  HUNT  LITERATURE 

will  come  to  you  soon.  Take  good  care  of  it.  Put  it  UN — ■ 

in  your  FOUNDER  Folder  until  you  are  ready  to  use  it. 

There  is  one  small  folder  this  year  -  small,  concise,  convincing.  It  tells 
your  story  for  you.  You  just  hand  it  to  a  friend  and  let  it  speak  for  itself. 
I  think  it  is  the  best  Treasure  Hunt  folder  we  have  ever  had. 

THEN  YOU  LET  YOUR  CAMPAIGN  HEAD  UP 

during  the  week  of  March  1.  You  make  your  report  as  usual,  to  this  office  the 
first  day  after  the  close  of  the  Treasure  Hunt  -  March  9.  Make  note  of  that 
date . 


A  '  —  |  -c- 

S  a 


r 
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THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  TREASURE  HUNT 

is  twofold.  First,  to  tell  the  largest  number  of  people  about  the  FOUNDERS' 
Christian  Leadership  Training  Camps  and  the  work  of  The  American  Youth  Founda¬ 
tion.  Second,  to  invite  friends  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  work  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Training. 

THE  CAMPERS  AND  LEADERS  OF  THE  1930  CAMPS 

are  not  asked  to  contribute  money.  They  will  make  a  contribution  of  time  -  a 
service  contribution.  This  is  the  ninth  Annual  Treasure  Hunt.  The  1929  camp- 
ers  and  many  old  campers  Treasure  Hunted  in  1930  and  largely  made  possible  the 
1930  camp-conferences. 

YOUR  SERVICE  WILL  MAKE  POSSIBLE 

the  1931  camp -conferences .  If  the  camps  of  last  cummer  meant  anything  at  all 
to  you,  you  will  want  to  share  in  this  very  necessary  and  important  service  in 
the  1931  TREASURE  HUNT.  More  later  on  -  Get  ready  for  a  good  fight  and  a  real 
hot  inter-camp  contest. 

AND  NOW  WE  CLOSE  WITH  OUR  BEDTIME  STORY 

This,  children  dear,  is  the  story  of  two  FOUNDER  Go 1 lywampus s e s .  Once  upon  a 
time,  there  were  two  Gol lywampusses  sitting  on  the  branch  of  a  tree  overhanging 
a  precipice  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  feet  deep.  The  first 
Gollywampus  said  to  the  second  Gollywampus,  "Wot  you  doing  here?"  The  second 
Gollywampus  replied,  "Same  thing  you’re  doing  here." 

"WELL,  IT’S  a  GREAT  PLACE  ISN’T  IT?" 

said  the  first  Gollywampus.  "How  you  going  to  do  it?"  "Easy"  replied  the 
second  Gollywampus  -  "if  my  FOUNDER  doesn’t  play  the  game.  I’ll  wait  some  night 
till  he’s  asleep,  then  I’ll  jump  up  on  the  foot-board  of  his  bed  and  tickle  his 
toes  for  a  while;  then  I’ll  jump  on  his  tummy,  tweak  his  nose,  and  poke  him  in 
the  ribs;  then  I’ll  push  him  outta  bed  and  roll  him  under  the  radiator  and  turn 
on  the  steam. 

»N  THEN 

I’ll  grab  him  by  the  hair  and  drag  him  out  to  this  cozy  little  abyss  and  I’ll 
push  him  out  on  this  limb  to  the  very  end  and  then  I'll  shake  the  limb  until  he 
gets  woozy  and  by  that  time  if  he  doesn’t  promise  to  be  a  good  FOUNDER  and  step 
in  on  the  work  that  must  be  done  by  the  FOUNDER  bunch  these  next  few  months. 

I’ll  just  push  him  overboard  and  before  he  reaches  the  bottom  he’ll  wake  up  and 
get  busy,  believe  me!" 

"SOUNDS  GOOD" 

said  Gollywampus  number  one.  "Let’s  go  over  to  the  corner  restaurant  and  get 
a  piece  of  lemon  pie,  a  glass  of  milk,  and  a  lobster  salad."  So  they  hopped 
over  to  the  lunch  counter  to  get  themselves  in  shape  for  a  big  night’s  work 
and  THE  GOLLYWAMPUS  WILL  GET  YOU  IF  YOU  DON’T  WATCH  OUT.  Run  to  bed  now, 
children,  and  don't  forget  to  turn  out  the  light. 

So  long  everybody,  till  next  month. 

-Wadjepi 

i 


